The Ohio State University

Anthropology 597.02 – Women, Culture, and Development

Winter 2006 – Call # 01435-3

INSTRUCTOR: Ms. Robin Feeney

E-MAIL: feeney.34@osu.edu

OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday & Thursday 1:30-3:30, 200 Lord Hall

CLASS TIME & LOCATION: Tuesday & Thursday 11:30-1:18, 2017 McPherson

FACULTY COORDINATOR: Dr. D. Crews, 217C Lord Hall

COURSE INTRODUCTION AND OBJECTIVES

This course discusses the impact of economic development on the women of the world from an anthropological perspective. The course is designed to explore the ways in which gender inequality is socially constructed and the important roles that social institutions, ideology, and cultural practices play in creating and perpetuating inequality both historically and in the present.

Given the time constraints of this class, we are not able to examine everything related to this topic. Specifically, we will focus on selected works concerning colonialism, development, the public and private spheres, family and household, gender, division of labour, domestic, political, and structural violence, women’s health, and globalization. We will read both scientific and theoretical literature, fiction, and print media. Generally, we will explore how development, globalization, and modernization are causing drastic changes in women’s lives through cross-cultural comparisons and specific ethnographic examples.

The course is designed to draw upon and strengthen the following skills:

•
Analytical thinking

•
Research skills

•
Identification of stereotypes and recognition of ethnocentrism

•
Holistic learning and integration/synthesis of ideas from different perspectives

Anthropology 597 helps satisfy the Issues of the Contemporary World GEC requirement. Offerings in this category are thematic, upper-division courses that draw upon multiple disciplines and are intended to enrich student’s experiences of the contemporary world.

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES: ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR MAKING THEIR NEEDS KNOWN TO THE INSTRUCTOR AS SOON AS THE QUARTER BEGINS, AND ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR SEEKING AVAILABLE ASSISTANCE FROM THE OFFICE OF DISABILITY SERVICES (292-3307), PRIOR TO OR AT THE BEGINNING OF THE QUARTER. I RELY ON THE OFFICE FOR DISABILITY SERVICES FOR ASSISTANCE IN VERIFYING THE NEED FOR ACCOMMODATIONS & DEVELOPING ACCOMMODATION STRATEGIES.

CANCELLATION NOTICES: http://anthropology.ohio-state.edu/news.htm 

In case of unexpected instructor absences the information will be posted on the above departmental website. This site should be consulted in the event of inclement weather to check for possible class cancellations or delays. Do not call the Department, check the website.

COURSE FORMAT AND REQUIREMENTS

The course consists of lectures, class discussion, student presentations, and films. The learning process in the classroom is a cooperative effort and all students are expected to participate.

For a Total of 100 Points:

(1) Class Participation (10): Taking an active part in discussions, class activities, and responding to questions earn these points. Come to class prepared by reading the assignments prior to class. The readings will be discussed in class, so make notes, and write down discussion questions to hand in – all in preparation to discuss them! All assigned readings will be available to download on Carmen.

(2) Attendance (5): This is a discussion class and attendance is mandatory.  Absences and tardiness will be detrimental to your final grade. If you miss a class, you are responsible for the material covered; the instructor will not provide lecture notes for missed classes. 
(3) Research Assignment (10): Each student will research and present on a website that reports on women’s issues. Details will be provided separately. DUE TUES JAN 31 & THURS FEB 2
(4) Mid-term (20) and Final Exam (20): Exams will be in multiple choice, true/false, fill in the blank, and short answer format. Exams will cover lecture material, readings, and films. TUES FEB 7 & TUES FEB 28
(5) Research Project (15) and Presentation (10): 

Proposal: Abstract, outline, and bibliography (10): These items are in support of your research project. Details will be provided separately. DUE TUES FEB 21
Topic: Select a topic to conduct in-depth research. Your topic must be relevant to issues related to women, culture, and development and must be approved by the instructor. DUE MARCH 02, 07, & 09
Format: Start thinking about this project early! Projects will be in a poster or PowerPoint format. Each student will prepare an in-class 7 to 10 minute-long presentation on their research topic. Attendance at your peer’s presentations is expected and required.

ACADEMIC MISCONDUCT

The Ohio State University’s Code of Student Conduct (Section 3335-23-04) defines academic misconduct as: “Any activity that tends to compromise the academic integrity of the University, or subvert the educational process.” Examples of academic misconduct include, but are not limited to, plagiarism, unauthorized collaboration, copying the work of another student, and possession of unauthorized materials during an exam. Ignorance of the code is not considered an excuse for academic misconduct. If I suspect that a student has committed academic misconduct I am obliged by the University Rules to report my suspicions to the Committee on Academic Misconduct. Sanctions for violating the University’s Code of Student Conduct could include a failing grade in the course and suspension or dismissal from the University. Sources of information: Academic Misconduct Pages: oaa.osu.edu/coam/home.html, Preserving Academic Integrity: oaa.osu.edu/coam/ten-suggestions.html

LATE POLICY FOR ASSSIGNMENTS AND EXAMS:  

Late assignments will have 10% deducted each day. Late assignments will not be accepted via e-mail.

Make-up exams are at the instructor’s discretion. If you miss an exam you have 24 hours to contact the instructor (feeney.34@osu.edu) or the department (292-4149). Official documentation is required and exams must be taken within one week after the original exam date. Students who fail to do so will receive a “0” for the exam.
GRADING

In accordance with university policy, grades cannot be given over the phone or through e-mail, nor may exam scores be posted. Do not contact the Anthropology office regarding grades – you must contact your instructor. Extra credit and work will not be used to make up a grade. For a general guide on how you are progressing in the course refer to the average for each exam or see the instructor.

Final grades are based on a standardized distribution using the total number of points available for the course: A: 92-100, A-: 90-91, B+: 88-89, B: 82-87, B-: 80-81, C+: 78-79, C: 72-77, C-: 70-71, D+: 68-69, D: 60-67, E: <60

CARMEN

Open your web browser to http://telr.osu.edu/carmen/ to access class material and relevant information. An overview of how to use Carmen is also found on this page. Log in by entering your OSU username and password. Contact the Help Desk (688-HELP, carmen@osu.edu) for problems logging in and accessing the course.
OUTLINE
Week 1:
DEFINING KEY CONCEPTS: WOMEN, CULTURE, AND DEVELOPMENT
Introduction to the Course, Introduction to Key Anthropological Concepts.  

Leacock E. 1977. Women, Development, and Anthropological Facts and Fictions. Latin American Perspectives (Women and Class Struggle) 4(1/2): 8-17.

Banda J. 2004. Making Development Gender Sensitive. The Times of Zambia. Retrieved December 10, 2005: http://www.times.co.zm/news/viewnews.cgi?category=8&id=1079066391
Buvinic M. 1998. Women in Poverty: A New Global Underclass. Foreign Policy. Fall 1997.

FILM & DISCUSSION: First Contact (Introduction to next section on “Women’s Status and Widespread Poverty: The Legacy of Colonialism”)

Week 2:
WOMEN’S STATUS AND WIDESPREAD POVERTY: THE LEGACY OF COLONIALISM

Review of Film: First Contact
Lappé FM, Collins J. 1977. Why Can’t People Feed Themselves? In: Lappé FM, Collins J, with Fowler C, editors. Food First: Beyond the Myth of Scarcity. Boston: Houghtn Mifflin Company. p 75-85.

van Allen J. 1972. Sitting on a Man: Colonialism and Lost Political Institutions of Igbo Women. Canadian Journal of African Studies (Special Issue: The Roles of African Women: Past, Present and Furture)  6(2): 165-181.

Zimbalist Rosaldo M. 1974. Women, Culture and Society: A Theoretical Overview. In: Rosaldo MZ, Lamphere L, editors. Women, Culture and Society. Stanford: Stanford University Press. p 17-42. 
Lamphere L. 1993. The Domestic Sphere of Women and the Public World of Men: The Strengths and Limitations of an Anthropological Dichotomy. In: Brettell CB, Sargent CF, editors. Gender in Cross-Cultural Perspective. New York: Random House. p 67-76.

GLOBALIZATION, DEVELOPMENT, AND ECONOMIC CRISIS
Goldmith E. 1999. Empires Without Armies. The Ecologist, May/June: 51-54.

McMichael P. 2000. Instituting the Development Project. In: McMichael P, editor. Development and Social Change: A Global Perspective. Thousand Oaks: Pine Forge Press. p 3-41.

Mander J, Barker D. 2002. Does Globalization Help the Poor? Retrieved December 10, 2005: http://www.tompaine.com/feature2.cfm/ID/4777

Jeong J, Choi S. 2001. Neoliberalism Through the Eyes of Women. Retrieved December 10, 2005: http://www.southonline.org/E/earticles%20NEOLIBERALISM%20THROUGH%20THE%20EYES%20OF%20WOMEN.html
AWID.  2002. The World Bank and Women’s Rights in Development. Women’s Rights and Economic Change No. 5. p. 1-8. 
Hartman B. 1995. The Malthusian Orthodoxy. In: B Hartmann, editor. Reproductive Rights and Wrongs. Cambridge: South End Press. p 13-40.

UNDP. 2002. Millenium Development Goals: A Compact Among Nations to End Poverty. Human Development Report 2003. p 1-13.

Week 3:
STRUCTURAL ADJUSTMENT AND WOMEN
FILM & DISCUSSION: Lift and Debt
McEwan C. 2001. Postcolonialism, Feminism, and Development: Intersections and Dilemmas. Progress in Development Studies 1(2): 93-111.

Chen M, Sebstad J, O’Connell L. 1999. Counting the Invisible Workforce: The Case of Homebased Workers. World Development 27(3): 603-610.

Welch C, Oringer J. 1998. Structural Adjustment Programs. Foreign Policy - In Focus 3(3): 1-4.

Dewan R. 1999. Gender Implications of the “New” Economic Policy A Conceptual Overview. Women’s Studies International Forum 22(4): 425-429.

Tsikata D. 1995. Effects of Structural Adjustment on Women and the Poor. Third World Resurgence 61/62 (September/October). Retrieved December 10, 2005: http://www.twnside.org.sg/title/adjus-cn.htm 

Week 4: 

WOMEN AND THE GLOBAL ECONOMY

Safa H. 1995. Economic Restructuring and Gender Subordination. Latin American Perspectives (Women in Latin America) 22(2): 32-50.

Athreya B. 2002. Trade is a Women’s Issue. Foreign Policy – In Focus 7(15).

Pyle JL. 2001. Sex, Maids, and Export Processing: Risks and Reasons for Gendered Global Production Networks.  International Journal of Politics, Culture and Society 15(1): 55-76.

McClelland S. 2003. Sad Little Girls. Macleans 11/24/03. Retrieved December 10, 2005: http://www.macleans.ca/topstories/world/article.jsp?content=20031124_70039_70039

AWID.  2002. Women’s Rights, the World Trade Organization and International Trade Policy. Women’s Rights and Economic Change No. 4.

Mathews J. n.d. Little World Banks (Muhammad Yunus and the Grameen Bank of Bangladesh). Retrieved December 10, 2005: http://www.thirdworldtraveler.com/IMF_WB/Grameen_50YIE.html
Smith J, Moran TP. 2000. WTO 101: Myths about the World Trade Organization. Dissent 47(2): 66-70. Retrieved December 10, 2005: http://www.globalpolicy.org/socecon/bwi-wto/wto99/myth.htm

MIGRATION AND EDUCATION

Charlton SEM. 1984. The Need for Training and Education. In: Charlton SEM, editor. Women in Third World Development. Boulder: Westview Press. p 152-172.

Hollos M. 1991. Migration, Education, and the Status of Women in Southern Nigeria. American Anthropologist, New Series 93(4): 852-870.

Adepoju A. 2000. Issues and Recent Trends in International Migration in Sub-Saharan Africa. International Social Science Journal 52(165): 383-394.

Week 5:
RESEARCH ASSIGNMENTS & PRESENTATIONS: TUES JAN 31 & THURS FEB 2
Week 6:
MID-TERM EXAM: TUES FEB 07

FILM & DISCUSSION: The Day You Loved Me (Introduction to the next section on: Women’s health and Violence Against Women)

Week 7:
WOMEN’S HEALTH AND VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN
Review of Film: The Day You Loved Me

Du Nann Winter D, Leighton D. 1999. Structural Violence Section Introduction. Retrieved December 10, 2005: http://www.psych.ubc.ca/~dleighton/svintro.html
Mandelbaum P. 1999. Dowry Deaths in India: “Let Only Your Corpse Come Out of That House.”  Commonweal, Oct 8, 1999, p 18-20. Retrieved December 10, 2005: http://www.findarticles.com/cf_dls/m1252/17_126/56293815/p1/article.jhtml
Scheper-Hughes N. 1989. Death Without Weeping. Natural History 98(10): 12-16.
Bradley C. 1994. Why Male Violence Against Women is a Development Issue: Reflections from Papua New Guinea. In: Davies M, editor. Women and Violence. New Jersey: Zed Books Ltd. p 10-26.
Susskind Y. 2003. Women’s Health in a Sick World. MADRE, September 2003. Retrieved December 10, 2005: http://www.madre.org/art_whSickWorld.html
Moss NE. 2002. Gender Equity and Socioeconomic Inequality: A Framework for the Patterning of Women’s Health. Social Science and Medicine 54(5): 649-661.

Avotri JY, Walters V. 1999. “You Just Look at Our Work and See if You Have Any Freedom on Earth”: Ghanaian Women’s Accounts of Their Work and Their Health. Social Science and Medicine 48(9): 1123-1133.

Nasir K, Hyder AA. 2003. Violence Against Pregnant Women in Developing Countries. European Journal of Public Health 13(2): 105-107.

Watts C, Zimmerman C. 2002. Violence Against Women: Global Scope and Magnitude. The Lancet 359(9313): 1232-1237.

WOMEN’S HEALTH AND HUMAN/WOMEN’S RIGHTS AND POVERTY

Doyle L. 2000. Gender Equity in Health: Debates and Dilemmas. Social Science and Medicine 51(6): 931-939.

Baylies C. 2001. Safe Motherhood in the Time of AIDS: The Illusion of Reproductive ‘Choice.’ Gender and Development 9(2): 40-50.

UN Declaration of Human Rights. n.d. Retrieved December 10, 2005: http://www.un.org/rights/50/decla.htm
Ratify Women’s Human Rights Treaty (CEDAW). Retrieved December 10, 2005: http://www.amnestyusa.org/cedaw/cedawtext.html

Human Rights Watch. 2001. Women’s Human Rights. World Report 2001. Retrieved December 10, 2005: http://www.hrw.org/wr2k1/women/index.html (READ: Introduction through Human Rights Developments)

Tharoor S. 1999/2000. Are Human Rights Universal? World Policy Journal (Winter). Retrieved December 10, 2005: http://www.worldpolicy.org/journal/tharoor.html
Loder A. 2003. Report: Global Gag Rule Spurring Deaths, Disease. Women’s Enews 9/25/03. Retrieved December 10, 2005: http://www.womensenews.org/article.cfm/dyn/aid/1539/context/archive

The World Bank Group. 2004. June 20. “What is Poverty?”, “Dimensions of Poverty”, and “Measuring Poverty.” Retrieved December 10, 2005: http://www.worldbank.org/poverty/mission/up1.htm
Mesce D. 2002. Translating Reproductive Rights into Reality. Population Reference Bureau. Retrieved December 10, 2005: http://www.prb.org/Template.cfm?Section_PRB&template=/ContentManagement/
ContentDisplay.cfm&ContentID=7016
Week 8:
RESEARCH PROPOSALS: TUES FEB 21

THE RIGHT TO AND THE ROLE OF SEXUALITY

Blackwood E. 2000. Culture and Women’s Sexualities. Journal of Social Issues 56(2): 223-238.

Sharlack L. 2000. Rape as Genocide: Bangladesh, The Former Yugoslavia, and Rwanda. New Political Science 22(1): 89-102.
EMPOWERMENT AND CHANGING IDENTITY/CULTURAL REPRODUCTION

Sharp J, Briggs J, Yacoub H, Hamed N. 2003. Doing Gender and Development: Understanding Empowerment and Local Gender Relations. Transactions of the Institute of British Geographers 28(3): 281-295.

Ashford LS. 2001. Empowering Women. Population Bulletin 57(1): 21-29.

Datta R. 2003. From Development to Empowerment: The Self Employed Women’s Association in India. International Journal of Politics, Culture and Society 16(3): 351-368.

Week 9: 

FINAL EXAM: TUES FEB 28
RESEARCH PROJECTS & PRESENTATIONS: THURS MARCH 02
Week 10:
RESEARCH PROJECTS & PRSENTATIONS: TUES MARCH 07 & THURS MARCH 09
*Changes to the syllabus will be announced in class*
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